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Approval to begin the Administrative Procedurss Act Process: To
Amend th ssing Score for hoo! Leadership Licen

Assessment (SLLA) Exam as Recommended by the Commission

on Teacher and Administrator Education. Certification  and
Licansure Development

Specifications:

On May 4, 2007, the Certification Commission voted to raise the cul score
for the Scheol Leadership Licensure Assessment (SLLA) exam from 154
to 165,

Backaround:

The SLLA is based on Interstate School Leaders Licensure Consortium
(ISLLC) standards. It is designed to measure whether entry-leval
principals and other school leaders have tha relevant knowledge believed
necessary for competent professional practice. (ETS 2005)

The SLLA test is a six hour test consisting of three two hour modulaes.
The first module contains two saparate one-hour sections, Both of these
sections ars formatted in vignettes that require the test taker to
answer with specific detail and then give a rationale for the answer when
appropriate. Section | covers the content areas such as due processes,
exceptional education, safety, facilities, budget, discipline, technology, and
scheduling. Section Il requires the test taker to balance the budget,
address instructional and curdculum issues, relate strategies used in
response to a given situation, and discuss the instructional implications.
(ETS 2005)

The second module consists of two separate two-hour sessions. The first
sesslon Involves content that requires synthesis of information and
problem solving as the test taker reacts lo case studies. The second
session covers document analysis In which the test taker usas hisfher
results to utilize decision making skills. (ETS 2005)



Raticnale:

A panel of certified Administrators and Educational Leadership personnel
met on March 20, 2007, to evaluate the cumently approved passing score
for the School Leadership Licensure Assessment test (SLLA) that is
required for Administrators to be certified. The current passing score of
154 has allowsd 98% of all test takers to pass. The average score made
by most Mississippi SLLA test takers is much higher, whether traditional or
alternate route. When looking at the scores of the same test takers
grouping by gender and ethnicity all SLLA test takers during this same
time period had a median score range from 173 to 180. The panel is
recommending that the Commission raise the passing score on the SLLA
to 165. For the testing period of September 1, 2005 - August 31, 2008, a
cut score of 165 would have resulted in 86.3% of Mississippi test takers
passing the SLLA.

This test Is only given in the months of January, September, and June of
each year. The next available date for an individual to take this test is
June 08, 2007. If the new score is approved, this policy must be in place
by August 1, 2007 due to administrative licensure applications arriving in
the Office of Educator Licensure for the upcoming school yvear. This will
put in place a historical timeling by which the SLLA will require the cut
score of 1685,

The report from the SLLA review panel and the Educational Testing
Service (ETS) data on state test scores is attached.

Backup Materal:  Attached

Recommendation: Approval
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8. Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act Process: To Amend the
Passing Score for the School Leadership Licensure Assessment (SLLA) Exam as
Recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education,
Cerification and Licensure Development

MISSISSIPP| DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

MARCH 20, 2007

Participants

Mississippi Score Setting Study ($55) School Leaders Licensure Assessment (SLLA)
Panelists

Gerald Hassaiman, Director of Educational Leadership, Mississippl Callegs,

William Heller, Principal, Saint Joseph Catholic High School

Glana Lewis-Washington, Principal, Linwood Elementary

Dr. Doris Smith, Professor, Mississippi College

Famela Felder, Educational Consultant, JEHM Education Group

Mississippi Department of Education Staff
Cindy Coon, Director of Educator Licensura
sindy Chestar, Special Projects Officer

ETS Staff

Katherine Bassett, Director, Client Reiations, Praxis

Cory Murphy, Director, Client Relations, Praxis

PURPOSE OF MEETING

The purpose of this meeting was {o review state specific data generated for the School Leaders
Licensure Assessment used for licensing teachers and administrators in the state of Mississippi
respectively. This was done in an effort to yield a recommended pa ssing score for final
approval by the Mississippi State Board of Education, Prior to the score raview, panelists wera
presented a brief overview of the test development process. This was completed to provide the
attendees with background infarmation as to how we had arrived at the role that they were
called together to play in the test adoption process. Discussion of the two tasts reviewed is
avallable in the subsequent sactions below.

MEETING PROCEDURE
SLLA Panel

1:00 Welcome and Introductions
30 Overview of Steps to Test Davelopment and State Adoption Process

2:15  Distribution, Review, and Discussion of Score Setting Study Materials



4.00 Adjourn

L — — — —

Discussion and Recommendations

School Leaders Licensure Assessment (Recommended Scora: 165)

The panelists bagan the discussion by stating they are very unhappy with ETS for placing an
assistant principal on the SLLA revision pane! instead of a higher education representative. The
panelisis reminded the ETS staff that Mississippi had been an integral part of the original SLLA
development team. The panel, which cansisted of primarily higher education representatives,
stated that they did not feel that the state was adequately represented by an assistant principal
from an urban school district.

Mr. Murphy remindad the panel that whilz in the position of Bureau Chief for the Mississippi
Licensure and Certification office, he had personally reached out to each and avery Institution of
Higher Education preparing school administrators to request recommendations for the ETS
development team. Not receiving recommendation, Mr, Murphy then reached out to school
districts. He forwarded all recommendations to ETS.

Ms. Bassett described the criteria that ETS uses to empanel a Mational Advisory Committes,
stating that ETS must have representation from higher education, practitioners at each
‘evelopmental level, race, gender, and school setting, She also asked the panel if they would
«e an ETS representative to present at thair next Deans mesting to provide an overview of the
revision process to date. She also statad that she would find out if there will be an item writing
team for the SLLA; if there Is, Mississippi will have a higher education representative on that

panal,

The panel stated that they would like an update and would appreciate representation on the
item writing panel. They also expressed appreciation for the opportunity to air their
dissatisfaction.

Attention then turned to the process of revisiting the SLLA score, The panel stated that the
current score is set too low based upon the high pass rate for the state in this area. Alsa noted
was that the state must raise the bar for excellance and refrain from settling for mediocrity.
Leadership is a key factor In the success of the K-12 educational system. Panelists indicated
that a higher score would assist in weeding out those candidates who are not proparly prepared
to serve in the role of an effective instructional leader.

The panelists reviewed and discussed the SLLA TAAG, test information sheets, three year
rolling data and state specific data, The recommended score yielded from the state specific
attending institutional data was 185. This score was the consensus of the group. The panelists
arrived at this conclusion noting the following justification:
= Currently, the state specific attending Institutional data indicates that if the score is sat at
163, it would yield an B7% passage rate;
e The state review the score within one year and raise it if necessary:



Stale specific dala indicates that a majonity of all candidales prepared in state would
successfully challenge exam at recommeanded score;

Increasing score would cause administrator praparation program providers 1o strengthen
their admission criteria,

Next Steps
The reports from all score seftting studies with recommendations will ba forwarded to the
Mississippl Department of Education parsonnel to undergo their score adoption protocol,
After receiving final approval by the state board of education, test adoption forms will be
forwarded to and completed by the state department.
Ms. Basselt has informed Ms. Florence Cucchi, who is coordinating the SLLA revision
process for the Client Relations team, of the concams of this panel. Ms. Cucchi will
ascertain whether or not an itam writing panel will be used for SLLA. She will also
provide Mr. Murphy with @ PowsrPoint presentation to use as the basis for a presentation
at the Dean's meeting to update the Deans on the revision work on the SLLA,
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Imstructional implicarions,



School Leaders Licensure Assessment (101 0)

Module 1I; Synthesis
of Information and
Problem Solving

(2 hotirs)

This module of the assessment consists
of two ane-hour case analyses. Bach
case s anchored In bsues of lsaming
and teaching.

For each case, ress cakess are pee-
sesuted with o ser of several documents,
Test taiers are alao given a share
wcenario deseribing 3 schood and its
eommunitg They are seoulred re
examine all decumenrs sad selest from
these documents salsvane nformation
to Enswer questions that poss complex
problems and requise the et takers 1o
propose courses of gotion to addeess
the problems.

One set of documents is relevant o
an elementary schoal setting, and the
ather is relevant 1 a middle or high
schinal setring,

dule lil; Analysis
Information and
Decision Making
{2 hours)

In this module, cest takess are presented
with seven documenns typical of those
encountered by school adminkstrazors.
Al least stk of the seven documents
relare o issues involving learming and
teaching. Using the infarmation in
each document, test mlters respand oo
twa questlons abaout the decwment,

The types of documents wed In this
moedule may relude:

B assssmment dais

B partions of schosl Improve-
mént plans

B budger mformarion

B schedules

8 resouree allocation documents
¥ jmff evaluations

® cumriculum informaccn

The types of questions may include:

® What is the importint isue in the
dara presented bn this document?

® What ather information woald yoo
moed to asesss the information
presented in the dacument!

B Whare would you get mech
; !

® What important pattems do poy
observe in the dats presentad in
the documene?

B Wit seeps would vou ke wich
vour staff w0 addreds che izsues
raised by the dera presented in
the decumenc!

® How would you peresent the informa-
tion contained in this doowment m
PECENES, COMTUmMICY ecganizutions,
staff, edc. !

How Exercises
Are Scored

All of the ewsrcises in the Schonl
Leaders Licensure Assessmant are
seoged by school leaders who have

been carefully trained in the ISLLS
Seandards snd the content specifications
for the assessenent. Scorers are trained
to make distinctions among responses
according eo scoring rubrics, or guides,
developed for each exeteise, Prior o
determining the scose far any test taker,
szorem examine, discuss, end practics
scoring many sample responaes, gulded
by @ trainer who is very famillar wich
the assessment and wich test takers®
PESDUTLEES,

Al exercizes are wied our asd
pretesed respanses carefully analyzed
before sxencises are usad In an opers-
tional form of the assessment. The
resporEes 10 the pretest guessions serve
as the bagls for determining the clarity
and soundness of the axessise. w well
as for articulating the preliminary
scoring rubric for the exercin,

The ISLLC Seandards detail the
particular values and the vision of
effective practics that will guids and
shape the scoring of theie exerises,
Sample candidate responses and the
scoeing nuibrics used to evaluate them
begin an page 1.

Bl
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School Leaders Licensure Assessment (1010)

Module |:
Evaluation of Actions | and 11

Evaluation of Actions |

All ten exercises in the Evaluation of Actions [ asction are
wared o i three-point seale, with 2 the highesr passibie
reore a0 O che lowesr,

Sample Exerdse

Read the vigneete below and briefly and speeifically answer
the question thar follows:

It is early Docember and the studenss in an elementary
achood are practicing for the annusl holiday concerr, A
parent phones the schoal to insist thar her child noc be
required to sing uny of the Chrisems songs. The principal
excuses the child from paniciparion in the music practice

Do you agree with the principal’s aenon! Give g ratiorats,
citing factors that are relevant to-a principel’s decisions in
shech smutrions.

Relevont ISLLC Standards
Standards 2, 4, and 5

General Scoring Guide

The fallowing general scoring jpuids & vsed to scose all
respoes in the Evaluarion of Actions [ Moduls

Score: 2

Mvscome of 2 presens a resscoed response based om a clear
undersanding and application of the underlying standards.

A typical response In this category

8 demonstretes a clear understanding of the standards
applicable to the vignetie

B applies the appropriate sandards In a manner thas ks
conslstene with the incenc and spirit of the standards

W provides a clear and specific answer o the question asked

8 peovides 3 logical and ressonable ratianale for answers
when requested
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Score: |

A score of | presents a responss based on a general under-
standing and application of the underlying scandards, but
miy also e uneven in its presenation.

A typical responss in this category

8 democarrates 2 general undetstanding of the smandurds
applicable ta the vignerpe

B applies the ssandards in & maniner that s suppartive of the
incene and spirit of che standards

8 provides 2 general or uneven answer o the question

W pravides an acceprable meionale for anewers whan
requested

Score: 0

A score of [ may demonatrare some competence in raspond-
ing to the question, but is cleary limited ar Sawed.

A, typical resporse in this category

B demorstrares  weak underscanding of the atandards
applicable to the vignere

® does noc apply appropriste scandards or applles standasds
in opposition o the intent and spirit of the ssandards

B provides 3 vague or inappropriste answer o the question

B provides a weak, mappropeiate, or logleal rationale ar
does neat provide a rtionale whes ore is requested i



School Leaders Licensure Assessment 1010)

Sumple Responses

The following are examples of actual responses {rranscribed
with ermon) given by prineipal candidates e the sampie
exercist from Evaluntion of Actions L The scom zssignied to
each is written above che response. An italicized axplanation
of bow the score was derived is inclisded below the responss.,
Two extinples are provided at esch seoce poine.

Sample Response 1 (Score = 2)

Yes, | agree with the principal’s serions, Firse of 2, parents
hanve rights related o religious lsues, and since this s 5
"holiday” congert, the principal should be sensitive to the
parent’s concems, [ think the principal should also ask the
teachers to examine the program carefully, to be sure i@ noe
advocaring any one religlon or thar it would not be offensive
% any group of stadenrs. Albo, perhaps the principal should
sugpest some altermarive activiey for the student s the 3
scudent will not feel loft our,

Commentars: This reasoned response claarly cites several factors
ihat ave relevant to the principal’s decision, mch as the panme's!
stsudent's vights, examining the coneent of the concert tn determing
its apgropriatemess for oll studenss, and fnding en altemative
Tetivity for the snedene, Eock of the vasiomites rouided dermon-
srrettes an understanding of how the appropriate stondavds should
he ahplied,

Sumple Response 2 (Score = 2)

Befare removing the child from the school activiey, 1 weuld
disciss with the parent the scope and putpase of the concsrs,
In chese days, very few concerts have “religious” songs in
them in public schools, | would explain the colural inzeat of
the concert, and the need the children have to be pae of
such school activivies. However, if the parent seill wants the
student excluded, ! would excuse the child, because parents

dos have begal rights.
Commentery: This reshoriie presents clear reasoning in idensify-
drg relenarst facoovs uch e acknoudedging che parent's/snudsnr’s
vights and meeting with the pavent t discuss the nfjectives. The
radonales prowded are logical and ressonable, as well as based on
the appliczsion of spropriace siandovds. While the vesponse
sugpests irying fo coneinge the povent, i is soll respectful of the
parent’s paine of view and lepal righe.

Sample Response 3 (Score = 1)

The parent has the legal ight oo have che child renoved
fromn the activity if the content is objecclonable from o
religlous poinc of wiew, Although [ might want the parent
tr go whesd and allow the student o be involved, | would
honot the parest’s gt to have the student sxeluded.

Cammenary: By acknouledging the paveny'sleudens’s righes, this
reshomae idensifies ane fictor the principal shoneld constder, but it
mizses other imporiane fartoes char would alio be relevens =
nausking a decizion. While this reshonse demonsormzes some
undersaanding of the standavds and provides an aocaprable
response o the guestion, it s noe as fidly reasoned and the
racionaly & no as developed as g response soored 2 2.

Sample Response 4 (Score = 1)

[ would allow the student ta not participare, bue [ would
wock with the meacher w find another sesivity for the
student to-develop same of the same pedformance skills tha
worald be leamed by participaning in the concer,

Commentary: Even though this responss ahprapriately sugpests
an alternarive activley for the studene, by rnoe recognizing the
righes of the parentiiudens, it misses a faceor contral to demon-
strasing a clear understanding and applicasion of the standeards.
As mich, the respanse demonserates a penernl snderminding of
thie seanclardls and sugpesss aorions shae ere sipportive of bug no
fialty comsiseent wish the snderiying stomdmnds,

Sample Response 5 (Score = 0)

The principal did not da <he right thing. The concere & an
official part of the schoal curriculum, and if the principal
begins making exceprions for one parent, the principal
will have o make exceptions for every parent who wani
something, and then the school will no longer have a
sezndard cumiculum.

Commentary: This resporue iy clearky limised, While iz sasides

@ clzar and spectfic respanse w the question, It is no sensitive to
the parent's concerns and does no¢ suggess a problem-saling
ahproash. ﬂuwmd.mﬁdm&uwmkhmppmpﬁm
for the situatton, does not demonsenate en understanding of the
stamdavds or the b, and actually vivlres the general senze of the
IBLLC Seandands. '



) .:'-'.f.’l

Schoal Leaders Licensure Assessment (1010)

Sumple Response 6 (Score = 0)

The principal did the right thing. The principal has o rely
on the public, and especially the pureses, for suppare for the
school. If the principal does riot go sloag with this parens,
the parens may tum against the principal and the school,
and may even get other parents to do the same thing. Sa,
for palitical rascas, this is the right thing o do.

m&mﬂhmﬁ.%m!um
0 take the carrect position, however, the factors ciced o3 velsvane
ta the pringipal’s devision ave not sppropricts and do noe demon-
sate an urdersernding of the applicable srandards. As nuch, the

Tesporise i clearly Smited

Evaluation of Actions Il

All six exercises in che Evalmation of Actoas 11 weeelon ame
scored on 4 three-poin: scale, with 2 the highest pessible
scoem and 0 the lowest.

Sumple Exercise

Bead the vignetee below and specifically respond o the
PIOmpT char frsliove,

In March, a high schaal senlor presents a leeter from his
mather requesting, contrary to school palicy, that he be
aliowed to drop phyics, because he b= failing the closs. He Is
also failing several ather clsses, bue he doss not need o pass
physics to praduare. The principal conmlts with the reachen
end with the arudene’s counselor. They all concur thar the
studene could be passing all his courses, inctuding physies, if
he worked harder, However, the peincipal, persusded by the
parenc’s argument cha the scress of physics is advessely
sffecting ber son, suthorizes the student 1o drop the eousse.

Evaluane the principal’s acrion from the paine of wew of
lsverring ard teoching

Relevant ISLLC Standords
Seandsids 2, 4, and 5

General Scoring Guide

The following general scoring guide & wsed to soore all
responses in the Braluation of Actions I Module,

Score; 2

A score of 1 presents a well-developed analysis bused on &
clear underseanding and application of the enderlying
mndards.

L,
T
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A typical response in this caregory
B demonarrates a clear understanding of the stardards
applicable to the vignests

B applies the sppropriace standurds in @ manmnes chat is
eonslatent with the intent and spirit of the standards

B expresses clesr recomition of the key conflict or lssues
preseted in the vignetes

® analyres the situacion and peovides a clear and specific
andwer 1o the questian asked i

B provides a logical and ressonable metlonale for the answer
given

Score: |

A score of 1 presenta an analysis based on 3 genessl under-
stunding and applicarion of the underlying stundards, bur

may also beuneven in its presenacion.
A vypical resporse in this cacepory

® demonstrates a general understanding of the sasdards
applicable so the vignerme

W applics the standands in 3 manner chat i suppartive of the
intent and spire of the srandards

B cpresses general awateness of the key eonflict or isues
presented in the vignette

B demonstrates some analytical sbilicy in answering the
guestion but provides a general or uneven answer

® provides an accepmable rarlonale for the snswer given

Score: 0

A score of O may demonarrane some competenca In uides.
standing ot analyring the isste, bur bs clearly limited o
Aawed.

A typical response in this category

B dermonstrates 8 weak undemtanding of the smndards
applicable to the vigneste

B dioes not apply appropriate standards or applics standasds
in oppesition to the inrent ar spinkt of the standands



School Leaders Licensure Assessment {1010)

W misineecpress or has limited recogmition or understanding
af the key conflics or bsues pressnced in che vignetrs

® demonstrates litcle or no analysis of the situarion, pro-
vides 8 vague or inspprapriazs answer oo the question, or
merely parphrases the question

® provides a weak, inappropriste, or illogical mticnale or
does nar provide = racionale when one is requesssd

Sample Responses

The following are examples of acrual responsss {ranseribad
with erroes) given by principal candidates o the sample
exercise from Evalustion of Acrions IT, The score msigned to
each is wrltten above che response. An imlicieed explanation
of how the score was derived ts included below the retponse.
Two examples are provided ar anch score poine.

Sample Response 1 (Score = 2)

['would comcur with die principal’s decislon as being in the
child's best interests, However, [ would wans £o set up an
action plan with the studenc, parens, teachears end commsalar
regarding his approach to school. Since he has the ability w
g, why &n't he! T would want w investigace this with ail
concerned, in order to help dee scdens think abot himsslf
a5 & [eamner. | would seplace the physics pericd with an
ussigned soudy hiall monitored By one of his reachers ar the
counseior. The student would be responsible for pailiering all
the wark he needs o complere o pass his other classes and
work on these materials during the study hall, A ceaches or
conmselor will asist the student in planning ot this wodk
and mechodically completing it. The student would need to
complete all of the other class requirements and raise his
grades to passing levels in order to graduate. [ would work
with the ssudent and the parent to work out @ contract o
this effect as part of the sgreement that he will drop physies

[ would abo want the counselor o werk with the student
on his mentsl arrieude. There could be many reasons why he
s doing so pocely, and thess should be addressed. The pasent
might also want to hire 3 tutor in any atea thas s giving the
sudent specific trouble. Student actendance would also need
e be regular and puncnal,

Eommensary: Emphazizing what is in the bew ineevast of che
andent, this response presents @ well-developed anclyis boved on
clear understanding ard application of the underlying seamdards.
As it evaluates the principel’s actons, i presencs ies oum plan
cemered in teaching and learning thas invciues hooh the paren:

L T

A

and the student in focing the problem slang with appramiace staff
mernbess i analysing and saluing the problem.

Sumple Response 2 (Score = 2)

The principal’s action is scoeprable becauss the parent s the
child's "firse eacher™ Without parent suppers, the schoal
can do litcle 10 motivate a 17/18 year ald who has declded
nat ©o woek as hard s nacessary. The principal mighs wane
te talk more with the parent tw help determine a plan thar
will help the student graduace and fee! good about himself.
Thee student should be clearly reminded thar parent and
shoal have high expecrations for achievement bn the
rematning cousses, givess the removal of che scress as articu-
lared by the mother. The counselor should be direcrad ta
carehilly monitor the stsdent's progress via a report
from each remaining teacher weekly, The pupil's increased
achievement should be appropriately reinforesd so thar he
will leave the high school experience on & positive note.
Success ot the end of high scheol will have a posicive effecs
for future leamning opportuniiss.

Commenggry; This well-devaloped enalvaly is based on whae i in
the saudent's best interast and demoraserates @ clogy understanding
of the undeslying stondards and their spplication, Providing good
examlas of hosw saondards-haved seaching and learming orategies
can be used o resoive the froblem, the response discugses warking
direcely with the studens, inusluing the parent in arriving o g
pasitive soiution, and invabuing counseloes and tsechers in
monitaring progress mward gradustdon.

Sample Response 3 (Score = 1)

The principal’s action of lering the student “bail o™ is
accepeabie, However, the pelncipal should make o plan 1o
that the student can graduste. This plan would in some way
make sure thar the student will improve his pedformance in
the remaining clases, Or, the peincipal mighe suggest an
aleemate way for the studene to get credit for physles—
perhaps an independent projecr approsch with a pass/fail
grade. A, compromise might be seruck 1o insure & win/win
rather than & win/loss or 3 Jose/lose appraach.

Commseniary: This vespomae presents an arabuds hazed on g
general, but somevwhar limited, wrderstanding ond applicasion of
the stardards. While the ratimale for the answer is accspable
and the actipns niggested in the response are pardslly sopertive
of the standends, the vespanse does noe go beyond providing
gened ansurer, The response could be strengthened thvough s
deeper understarding of the mandards by suggesting the fnvolve-
meent of parents, tenchers, mmd counselors andfor the need for the
aarert ond the student s secept resporsibiliey for the simmtion.
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Sample Response 4 (Score = 1)

I disagree with the peincipal’s sction in allowing dhe smdent
%0 drop the course canerary to schoal palicy. In the oclginal
request the parenr did not indicate thas stress wias the
problem. The peineipal was fair to listen to che parent and
cansider her teques for an axceprion to policy. But to make
a decision af that point was premature. He should ik moce
with ehe parent, gor more specific informazion about the
matuze of due “seress," before he makes a decisian,

Cemmangary: This response ralies issues thar can be viswed as
hm;h#bminmmafﬂtﬁnﬂmunddmwdmﬂu
imincifral mees wath the parent e get move information. before
procesding, 1o it doss comuey sndersinding of the standsrds ard
the key ines inucdved, Homever, it does mol bratee g well-
dewelared enabysiy or exprass leny urderstanding of the qeestion.
The mesponse appraaches the issue from o policy stamdpaing rather
thar the teaching end learming paint of wew recuested in the
question, Additionaily, & portion of the response seems ta signal 2

tsreading of the wignecte, Ouerall, the respomse is genemi end
fliabo i

Sample Response 5 (Score = 0)

The policy ls in place and should be adhered toy, especinlly
singe this student's fillng grade s not 2 it ter of inabilioy
but 2 matter of noc atrending e the task ar hand. The
student should be held o the rules, the same ss all soudenm,
When a principal stares to bend {or break) the rules, then
evaryore el will expect the mme thing,

Commenggry: Facusing andy an the need to adbere o the rides

and ignoving the best interesey'of the studane, this resparse doe:

not demonstraze an snderstanding of the aoplicable standands o
the by lssues prasened in the vigneize.

Sample Response b (Score = 0)

The principal’s action is wrong. The scudent bas the abilizy
to pass not only physics bur his orther classes. Much more ia
leamed in high school than the academics. Soelenes must
leamn that there are consequences for their actlons. Failure
to agply yourself in your senior year can result in fallurs of
courses. [f this student is allowed wm graduare, the lesson he
will learn i thar he doem’s have w 2cesps the consequences
far his sctions.

Commentgry: While s resporue demomsmatas some anabytical
atility and purpores an incent to teach the seudent o lesson, {2 is
clearly flowed becawse it fails o suppest o supporsive ghprocch w
the prablem char would be consistent with seandards-hazed

pracoces. Even showgh the resporise suppores srudents abing
respomsibilicy for dheir actions, wiich s one of the ahpficable
standards, the manner suggessd it in oppositon to the intent and
aprit of the standards,

Module II;
Synthesis of Information and

Problem Solving

Both ererciies {cases) in the Synrhests of Information and
Problem Selving section are seored on & fous-point scale,
with 3 the highest possible scots mnd 0 the lowest. The
responsed to che two questions withln each case are rreared
#% 3 single response for scosing purposes, s only one score |
assigned to each cass.

Sample Exercise

In this seetion of the assessment, oo will wse chie scerarto
anid the school improvemen: goals presented snd the
documenss provided on the followlng pages 5s the bauis for
answering the question,

Scenario

Yen ate thee newly asigned peincipal of James Madizon
Schasl, an elamentary schoot with wn cscellens reputution
o the area, entiched programs |n all grades. and 4 high level
of parent participacion. The district has embacked on &
major initiatlve in cooperative leatning, By and large, the
cammunity has been quite suppartive, In recent yeam, the
school has sxperienced rapid growth a5 & result of extensive
reul egtare development in the areq, One change evidens in
the past five years i that 8 much smaller propertion of the
student population now parcicipates in lessons, classss, ipors
nctivitles, and other educasional end personal apportunicies
outside the swope of the schoal.

School Improvement Goals
® To improve implemencarion of cooperative leamimg in
all clasmrooms

8 To improve achievement levels of all studenos (n busic
skills in the core aseas: resding, writing, mathematics
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Documents Juestions
® School fact shesr Read all of the documents presented in this section and
. wider rhe seenario nnd school fmprovement poals given
8 Achizvemens dasa for the current year and the duee T :
Breviout yeary combinied ghowve. Address each of the following questions:
m Exéerpes from 4 school Improvement plan {completed I Based o youer understanding of learming and teaching and

challenges faced by the school.

2. Evaluete the muen school improvemen: plan in v of is
should ek o implement the plan and elicie communizy
Efhort,

® A letter from a parent to the principal
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ﬂmrry Springs School District

Jomes Modison Elementory School
Grade 3 Hanhg Tm I'Iulu Ernda 3 Il‘n:hg Tl IHQM
Humbaz of Humbar of
Students 443 335 Stugenls 75 [
Pertanl Mesting Percent Maeling
Standord Ny % Soadord 7% 7%
Pervet Slightly Pageent 5
Below Sondard 15 % Below Stondard 19% 1%
Percent Far Paroant Fa
Balaw Stoadord 0% 4% Balow Stondard % %

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN {camgietzd by pravious principal)
Gool #1:  To Imprewe implameatatisn of cosparative learning in

Stheok Jomes Modlsca  Scheel Tear

all cheszrooms :
-bﬁ'r’“ e ppv o T s it |- Hlf}-&i‘ R I
S T PRl flugden
J I P'urd:mthunhm tnoperafive learing
for thee schoal’s professionsl feary, &75 Purchess Ordars
12 Arromge for tmoparalive Workshep
fearning far fall o :Inrinprrrlnrh,-. S500 wunhuntions
1.3 Grede lovel teams meet t achanez plom Team mesting
tor ceoparafive karning In dussreoms. Toom leoders Dacember Hana minukss
1.4 Report cord commires datermines how to handle Cammitia
tospetive |noming adivlies in groding. Principal March Hane meefing minutes
Scheot  James Madison School Year: Goal 82  To improve achievemsnt beves of oll shudants In basle skilk
mlhumuwsnud‘ngim mathermetks
A I'urdm: mumhI: I'-ur Hudml
st praporation. Sepambar 5130 Purthase Ordees
2.1 Qumansirate fest praporafion moteriols Fuaulty mesfing
at fozulry mesting, Oetabie Hemm mimutes
2.3 imglesant studeat tast grap progrom. Jyms Hroe Test wiores
24 Jnll rending and methematic books Hates from
meeait with test ilams, Movambar ooz anchysis
25 1H wﬁ:mnm] materigls to seach Iduntdind
Decamber Hone materigh
| 25 Purdh F-.n&ul nicessary sugplementol mossrisk. Jonuary 5500 Purchose arders
27 Prowids in-service o snire foculty on use Agenda from Stoff
of supgtemontal mosarioks. March Nanp Davelopmant Doy
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School Leaders Licensure Assessment (1010)

Relevant ISLLC Standards
Scandacds 1, 2, 3.4, 5. and 6

General Scoring Guide

The following general scoring guide 15 used to scose all
responses In the Synchesis of Informacion end Problem
Solving Madule,

Score: 3

A scote of J presents 3 well-developed analysis dhat synthe-
sieey Important informaclen from the case components and
demonstrates 3 clear undecstanding and application of the
undertying srandards.

A typical response in this catepory

B demonstrares & elear understanding of the snderds
applicable ta the analysis of the case

® applies the appropriate standards in a manner that is
consistent with the intent and spirit of the szandards

A demonstmares meognition of the imporant issues, con-
fliczs, or challenges in the case

¥ gelects importane and relevant information from the
scenania, the goals, and the documens o answer the
et lors

0 provides detnibed, specific, snd convinelng arswers m the
questlons and swupports the answers wich spacific meamples
and scram reasoming

® proposes bogheal and reasonable courses of sction to
address problems rebied in the questlons

Score: 2

A soore of 2 presenrs an sd=quace analysis thar uses rome of
the important inforrmation from the case componens and
demonserates 3 general understunding and application of the
undeclying stendards.

Gamright © 3004 by Shuratrnal Seting Sensta A nghey measved. EDUTATI NG, TRRIWG REAVCE, ETS, ond tm BT g am ssgomwesd ieacermane of o mies Tesng Sarves,

A rypical response in dhis cacegory

8 demansirates & gerernl undersranding of the standaeds
appicable o the analysis of the case

B appiics the stardards in g mancer thar is suppostive of the
imtent and spiric of the srandasds

B demonairaces some awsrenesd of the [moorane keoes,
conflices, or challenges by the case

B uses relevant, bue not always the most Lmpormne, infor-
mintion from the scenacln, the gonls, and the decurmenes
o anewer the questions

®m provides geners| bur informed answers to the questions,
provides uneven Enswens 0o 00 of mote questions, andor
provides penierzs] suppare and sdeguute remoning

B proposss racionak courses of actlon to sdcress problams-
ealsed in che questions

Score: |

Acscore of 1 may demonstrate some eompersnce in analyeing
the case and ysing the Informacion, bur (= clearly L red or
fawad.

A typical response in this caregory

B demonstrates & wealt undesstanding of the srandards
apphicable to the mnalysts of the case

8 demonscrates uncleas or uneven application of the
standerds or applies standards in ways that are noe fully
consistent with their intent

W gverkooks impormant relevane infoemation o the docu-
[mEnk Or misinterpres of mbundemiands some of the
Infermarion, concepis, andfor sues presenced in the casa

B provides o vague or skeletn] response to most of the
questions or provides limited ormeven sipport for the |
Tesponse

B proposss mtional courses of action o address problems
radsed in the questions, but remsoning may have gups or
nat be clearly connected
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Score: 0

A seome of O fails to address basic components of the proempt
A typical response |n chis categary

A typieal respanss in this categoey

. ® demonserares liedle o no undentanding of the standards
appiicable to the analysis of the case

® does noc apply appropeiate seandirds or applies standards
in opposition to the intenr and spirit of che sandsrd:

® omits important relevant information from the case
andfor fundameneally misinzemprets or misundestands the
Informaion, concepes, andfor issues presented in the
document

® provides an inappropriste, lleglcal, or paneric snswer to
the question or fails to peovide any suppare for the answes
pronvided

& proposss an Ulogical or imacdonal coume of action or fGils
foy peapose & coune of action when requesced

Sample Responses

The following aee exsmples of scrual respanses {transeribed
with erron given by principal candidacss tm che sampls

exercise from Synrhesis of Infarmation and Problem Sobring.

The score aslgned to each i wrizen above the response
An iralicized explanarcion of hew the score was derived &
included befow the respanie, Twe examples are provided ar
each score poine.

Sample Response 1 (Score = 3)

Question 1

James Maduson is faced with meressingly higher enrollments
ot all grade levels. In addition, a sizable segment of the new
population i from o differsnc sociosconomic cluss.

With tegard to class site, the district and school may need
to leck a2 additiemal dlassroom space before class sie
becomes an overwhelming issue, The school may need o
have 2 constructlon project ar the dlstrict may have ro
reevaluats the schoo! boundaries.

The different sociceconomic group will need o be
assimilated into the schoo! population, The schaal elimaze/
culzete may need to change and adapt in order to preven:
passtble conflict berween groups, Actually, cooperative

learning as @ school goal s an excellens scraregy for includ-
g various mouse. Howsver, (¢ seeme thar the svidence
suggests that nat all pasents support cooperative leaming or
understand its purpose. Also, some parents have indicared
that cooperative leaming might nat have been implermented
cormectly because there is a concesn over how studenss ar=
graded.

The lack of iavolvement iIn soelal, scademic, end cultural
activiries slso implies char there s » lessening in communiry
spirlc and the school Is seen @ strictly an academic institu-
tinn without a Tife.

Seidens schisvement as determined by sandardized reses
Is oeL the decline. Althoush the schoal Is seill ahead of the
district in mear categories, the kst year scores v, mean
scores indicare there has been 2 fiely dramasdic ineremss in
the lowest sooting mnps.

RQuestion 2

The school improversent plan with regard 0 cooperasive
learning needs to be angoing. Grade-level team meetings
could be used for this purpose, Snudents shouldn't be graded
on cooperative work and the report card shouldn't be
changed for this pumpose. It would derract from the averall
goal. The grade-level teams can devalop ways to e conp-
erative lewming as “borws paints®, For an inltlal step into
cooperitive leaming, grading should scll rest mainly in
Indlvidial acccunmmbility. Ciroup grades are the “nemesis” of
COOperasive leaming.

Cooperative leaming will help develop a pasitive schasl
climare, Incledn new studenrs, and possibly contribeme oo
higher studenc achievemant levels. Pechaps ic will bolszer
the desire o join clubs and reams.

Basie sills—remove res prep program poction and
COnCEntrate on improving classroom insrreerion. Lool ar
class size. Teaching faculey how to use supplements] marer-
als in March is wo late. [dentty marerials in the fall and
purchase them. Move the Ind staf development day o
Mavember. Staff development st the end of the yearis nat
productive.

It Is imporcant that the school Jook ac student assessment
data becaae of the -ypear rrend in the reading tests and the
increased numbers scoring below standand. The principal
can't assume that "|low-income families”™ are the reagon for
the scores going dewn, This may be part of it but there may |
be ocher problems—class size, lack of school spirit—losing a -
sense of commusity and sogethemess. Also, i s Impirtene
te know If the reachers are meeting the individual needs of
those students who are part of this changing population,

In che implementution of the plan, since conperative
leamning s Goul 1, the principal should pur s more intensve
effort into training teachess. In addition t 2 oee-day in-

S T
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service tralning on cooperstlve leaming, the principal
snould provide onpoing teaining—ar least cocs or cwice s
manth. This would require the use of more money. The
principal shouldn'e wair until Decesnber 1o get the grade-
level rzams together oe wals until Movember for the in-
seevice, The one day should be held In early Octobir—begin
grade-level meetings immediarely aftor. Selece 1 ar 2 defini-
thve books an the subjsct and purchase 1 for sach teacher—
uttlize grade-level teams as strategy groups and discussion
groups for the ressarch. Have teachers develop coopecative
tzams and run them past colleagues a: the grade lavel
meeTing.

The princigal should abo provids 2 or J parent meetings
on cooperative leaming to explain the strategy and o show
hew it will help improve student leaming If the parent's
betxer is comrect, eoopemtive leaming is not being done
correctly and ir lagks parenital suppart.

Once the new cooperative leaming plan s pue ngo place
the principal muse develop a way to manitor i sfective.
reess. Teachers and the principal must moaior student
scademic progress contimually to be sure suudents are
leaming the marsrial, now alipred with the sandasds.

Wich regasd to basic skills (Goal 2), [ don't agree with the
test prep programs. | would foens more atzention on uperad-
ing the elassroom imsrucion. The fesr thing would be o be
sure teacher lesson planalng and clasmom rests are aligned
with the curriculum contens standards and the districe
msessmencs, Getring sachess o stick pa che scandords (s
critical. Also, the clusstoom comguterss [ If there are asny)
cotld be wed for drill and practics and ongoing student
teszing to be sure they are mastering the conent chroughout
the year, The princlpal should also purchase sofoware foe chis
purpose so studencs are gerting reinforcement in the regular
elasses = wall as In basic skllls. The principal should ook at
rernedial ¢lass size and mesting tmes—sre more staff
needed? Parent voluntesss could also be used to work with
flexible groups of students in clssmoms to improve skills.
The focus should be on strengrhening cless instruction snd
regularly manitoning scuden: progress.

In arder o2 elicic communisy auppart, the principal should
da the fallowing:

L. et up 2-3 evening meesings to explain and demonstzate
enoperative leaming to parenis,

L. Diszribute cooperative leaming reseacch o pirents.

1, Provide book lists as well a3 a parent libeary for coopera-
tive leaming boaks.

4. Let parenis know thar fund-ruising done for computers
will be used to enhanee basie sbilla.

e
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3. Have coeaputes teacher hold a warkshiop o demaonstrate
new softere,

6. Invite parents to volunteer time to wark with small
groupe af children (o elasarmoms,

=l

+ Ser up some activities with FTA to inelude new Smilies
ity sehesal communiny

8. Ser up 3 patenit-student reading program o enhance
reading skills, {There are many zround—oane is "Bock
[e"~parznts and students read together—a poal is set
and when achieved, students eam pisza.)

Commentery: This response presents 2 well-developed analysis
that synshesizes the mformanion provided and demonseretes a clear
wnderitending and apblicacion of the underlying standards, The
respimies i the questions are deeadled| specific, and convingng,
The respomses interpere: the simubo materials e address the
tmpalications of the challanges facad by the scheol as.2 result of o
Eroauing, mone diverse schaol popudarion end corvmamiry. Maat of
the critical issues are idendfied and &t &5 Frequendy noted how they
tpact each oeher. For iamancs (¢ was noted that the new
population of lower sociveconamic swdenss ave coneribazing o the
Louser achievemens leveli, but & also noted how they might feel
alienated in their new schaol. The response shows how coopera-
tive learming might addvess both dssues, In addision, the response
goes heyond the base infprmmasion provided in the documents snd
examines pther, less abuicw povsbie causes of e poor achisve-
meni levels. Uinderssaneding and addressing the indwidhal, and the
perhahs unlue needs of the new smadsnes, elasrly uolves bath
tha spéic and intene of the stardonds. Bodh the svehasion and the
imhlemenzarion of the school improvement plen shouw insight into
hos effaccive change ocowrs. This Is best demonserased by the
suggaszioms for changing the scheduling of the profesdonal
development activirles 1o make them more effsctive in bringing
about the desired change in. tpacher behaviar, The implemenzarion
mcludes stakaholders by helping povents understand coaperative
lezerning and aremping e gein thalr Bépor.

Sample Response 2 (Score = 3)

The brosd based issues the schoal must resobve are in the
aresd of communication and public relations, changing
scudent pepulation, incressed class size, declines in

student achisvement, communicy and parent involvement,
curriculum snd Instruction, budgec, staff development and
srategle planning.

There 18 a ne=d for communicazion and PR, Cooperarive
‘eamning |s 3 sound straregy imscruzrionally. However, this
musst be eaemmunicated ro the publle snd the principal’s role
is to share this infosmation wizh the sakeholders. Whenever

i- i
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there 14 @ letter writlng campaign, this issue a5 a public
relations concem must be addressed. Communication
svenues must be fully open, for example advisory boards,
newsietters, coffes meetings, erc., or 2 domino effecs will
likely oecur. The principal should share with the parents the
increased opportenities that are avallable to students in
COOPErAtive pIograms.

Currleulum and inatruction should be reviewsd and
addressed through increased saff development funds and
additional relessed time. The alloted dollars for seaff
development ar= too scant to be truly useful and net all the
allocated scaff development funds are wed. Vanguard events
and practices are excluded from the bare bones Sudget which
it cannibalized by the School Improvement Plas, Based
apon ineressed student enrollment and the changing nasure
of the students, the budger should ke reallgned as should the
class sizeiytudent: teachar racios. Although the percent of
the srudents meeting the standard exeeeds district lavels, che
percent telow srendard and far below standard are below
district level expecrations. Although the School Fact Sheet
does not state that the real sstase development in the arsa
Incheles multi-family unios {only subsidized housing proj-
ecra}, the decline in test scores might point to this, or o
mobility rate factoes, In addition, che increase In scuderns
wha ane receiving instruction in basic skills presancs 3
nadgetary teniion since there are still only three classes per
kevel with oo increass in sight for the past Gve yeans. There
i 2 need to address the changing soudent popularion in the
school in 2 broad was, In verms of whar it means for instzuc-
tion so that studenes can achisve scademleally and in terms
of the kinds of sctivities the school might peavide.

Budgerary constmaints appesr to be srangling the instryc.
tional and curricularisues facod by the school, which by all
indicarions will continue oo result in a decline In srandacd-
ized test scores. Staff development dollars are minimal, and
time for malnlng and wpgreding skills s mintmal and reeds
to be increased as well 25 adding additional classes ta
decresse clasmdize The public at large also needs o be
educared, Although the PTA is an effective arm of the
schiool, thare needs to be budgetary line ttems alloted 1o
parent cralning.

To implement the schoal improvement plan, there could
be a commirzee formed to collaborate and reamange the
sequence of activicies. For example, for Ooal |, the commir-
tee should deterrnine the grading standurds before che
prograem is implemented and share theses ssandands with che
constituents. The principal should facilitare this sctivity and
guide the commimes. Concurrent with this, the marerials for
reference should be decided upon by the commictes, Prior 1o
the beginning of the year, the training should accur so that
*he expectancies are developed and are concurrent with
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curricilum smnderds. The svaluacion of the cotpemtive
learning workshop should nat be based on whether che soff
liked the in-service but rathes on achievement of studens in
collsboramve leaming after new imstrucclon.

(ol 1 needs reconsideration by the teachess, o place
more emphasis on instrucdon and less smphasis on test
peeparation. Along with this reconsideration would eome
revised activities and budges. Addirionally, Geal 2 should
also have a reslignment of rimelines and should be tackled
by & committee. The sequence should follow the sama
procedure as above with the training and n-ssrvice prior oo
the beminning of school. The commitoes should frse of =l
revlew the statisles, Lo yeacs results—nonmm vs. criterion-
referenced mest—and analyzs this informacion, then develop
and refine the plan, train, puechase and then (mplemens snd
regroup and resvalusre. The sequence is not constscent with,
the Instructional cadence af the schoal year. In additian,
althengh the principal i ultimacely the person where the
brecle staps as fr as the purchase ceder, (¢ s the teaches who
will wse che materials and cherefore they should eollubarmse
an the sslection of all the ltems, boch for revised Insniction
and, if ic's szill going to happen, for test preparation.

The goals for the school improvement plan ars accept-
able, but the activites and the timelings nesd 1o go back s
the drawing beard and should inwalve all sakeholde= in the
educetions| process {including the suthor of the letter). The
new plan shewld rethink how to improve student achbove.
menr and include more activities to address instmuctlon and
fewer oo add rees nesr-raking.

Schoal bngeevement Is only a paper process wnldess
everyane who (s reipansibles for the children s 2 pasticipant
in the process, not merely an observer,

Commentary: This well-developed analysis draws imporant
information from the documents ard prasenes it in @ manney thae

demorszrates recogrition of the impostant issues, canfiicls, and

challanges in the sose. The analysis of the broader challenpes

facing the schonl, sspecially those munluing curncubion, nse-

dom, onad budgedng, & clarr, detailed,| and convinging. In -
addressing thass chaffanges, the respomse goes beyond mers |
idenfification and dezevipion po exlome some af the implicationg !
and merhe suggesticons for i provement, The evaluation grd
tmhlernantztion of the sehood imgrovement plan shows an
underseanding of loglcal sequences end the need o reevslisaze

ectivities in wiew of eeching ard lammg. The overnl] response

demonsortes a clear understanding of the standirds apdiicable wo

the anabysis of the case and applizs che seandards in an appropriate

manner. Throsghout the analysis, the response cleerly ploces the

success of all students as & priority and clearly advocares a
standaris-hased rafonale for acoom,

L]
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Sample Response 3 (Score = 2)

Question 1

Given the change in the schoel populasion and dhe socio-
economic makeup of the dissrice; che principal mav need m
coneider ways of sddressing the niesds of the current popula-
tioer. This could Include alternative methods of inscruceion,
peoiject-based as well as altemative assessmen:, and wodking
with differing lenrming styles and approaches. Substitutes
coiafd be wsed wo allow time for teachers ac grads level and as
different grade levels o mees and adiust currieulum, expec-
tationg, specialized rechnigues and foeus. This saves an
professional developmene budger. Bowever, a focus based on
Schoot Level plans should be established by the principal to
provids a base for teachers to wock from, Perhaps visitations
o schoaly thar have faced or sre facing similar concems by
teamn leadzrs thac you have established would be beneficial
Bgain sning on specific funding.

A abways, it is essential 1o set focus and utilize personnel
as advantageously ns possible to effect change, leam from
othem, and have partnemships in the schools focused om and
planning Jelinesnaned,

Question 2

The principal sheuld focus on the elemenis of coopesarive
lraming and what serenaths are in thee districe m help reach
tne goal of cutsranding student cooperation cheough che
Cooperntive Leaming program. The strengths of the coop-
emtive kraming plan are it has elemsis of research, profes-
sional developiment, grade leve! mpur and alrernative
asserpment. Weaknedses appear to be thac it will not neces-
sarily be accomplishad in one year. Fimst a focus must be
established (what cooperative leaming model ). Whas
specific workahops are needed ! Staff personnel developmant
st take precedent in Arst year Do staff underszand where
the school is gobng, what is wanited, how o evaluace, and
what subjsct areas are they focusing on? Is chere a piloc?
Evaluation!

The seoand goal or plan has strengths noted in the test
preparation program, analysis of dat, dentification of
needed supplemental materials und purchase of macsrials
thar ore necassary and ln-servics components.

Weaknesses seem 1o be in the aren of expectations—
roy mach oo saon. A two-year plan srrewing nesds and
possible program optioes such as Reading Rescue, or Read-
ing Recovery at first-grade level mighs be beneficial. Review
data end discuss three-year longinudingl sudy—iome
slgntficant aseas need 1o be reviewed, such a % mesting
standard as compared o chree-year conslnuum, Review
curriculurm, ucllize ar least one in-ssevice stafl development
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day o revbew whess we need to place emphasis. Implement
within the five-year plan the needs in reading and wrizing
separare freen muchemacics excent in the azea of word
problems. Review tose daca, make minl-plan far improve-
ment. Need teacher input and [deas chrough grade Jevel
mestings.

To implement the school level plans it is necessary o
include representarion from the Board of Edwcation, PTA,
community end staff in the spacific eloments of the plans,
Glean from ehe sesff and other groups mentioned 2 misskan
searemene of needs and actions thar will glva “zeeth” va the
activicies mentionad in the plan,

The plan seems too brosd and may requirs several pears
to camplete successfully. Perhaps the fissr vear of the coop-
erarive leaming plan should inclhude 2 mratning and piloting
component with evalustive eriteria inchabing studear,
faculry, parent, and community input. Check with local
colleges; ERIC, other distsicts and national/state organiza-
tioms regarding varkous cooperative leaming straregiss
and progrsms. Betarmine the right focus and debare the
merits of coopesacive lsaming possibilities befose atmcking
the problern.

Straregtes for elicifing communizy suppor ars
Ao Mear wich PTA, Educarional Council, Board
Mesmnbers, Communizy Representatives.
1.) DEscuss plans
a) Garher input
b} Discuss concerns/whar i Cooperative
Learning!
¢} Explain curment trends in education
res Cooperacive leaming
1} Discuss benefiss educationallyfocially
B Elicit coopemtion and volunieers
L.} Parent valuntesrs ro sscablish kelpers for
coopesative leaming
4.1 Dissuss lesming aryles snd aleemnative
assessments and how they can help
. Distuss Plan 2
l.) Reading helpers/writing group fcilitators
D, Discuss st resnlts
L} Develop specific plans o supplementfimprove
and plans w halp
E. lovelve all mesbers of communicy in planning
L) Special effore made o elicic help from parents/
people in new housing development
a) Menta/home and peer (older 1o
younger] helpes
1.} Senior citiren popularisn—mentors/

resdemvolunoeers

WHMwmmm*mHMﬂHmmmmmmmnwmummh
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Commenpary: This adeqouste raspanss wses only some of the
imporeant (nformarion presented in tha case ard provides an
umeven rasfonse to the quesriond. While the responise o Oussnion |
raisas taued velazed 1o curmicudum aned instruction and profersional
development, these izsues are discussed omly in relationshis 1 che
changing demagraphics of the schoal, and ismues such as the
declining sest rores and the efect of decreased snidane aethives
e ik menbioned a¢ all. The resporse mw Quesdion 2 & more
detailed and specific, but it is not as convineing ay responses
scored o '3". The evalwation of Gaal | is thevough, dessiling
weaknesses and explaining the actions the principal should cake,
s i the plan to eficic commacniry support. The evahuation of Goal
2, howeser, is somewhar lmized. The primary focus &5 o e
Irepraion and thers i [fule arteniion o addvessing rserucsiomal
change. The proposed courses of motion are rational and sup-
perrted bry an understanding of the standirds involved.

Sample Response 4 (Score = 2)

The broader areas which will prove o be challenging o
Jwnes Madison School include a rapid increase (n ensoll-
ment of poary prepared students who are Impacting nega-
tively on published test scores as well as other teaching
strategies such as cooperative learming.

I§ che diserict would redisteer, this sould be a solution as
James Madison’s scoves reflecr 14% fewes students mesring
the tesr starsdard as oppased o an increass of 3% meeting
the standard discricy wide. The negative impace is refleczed
in the ather sacisclcs as well. If redlatricting s not an optian,
then additional rescurees (staffing and funding) must be
made available,

The glven scheol plan addresses the goal, but the time
line i wrong and che impact of a single day of in-servicing
will be weak. A “plloc” team of teachers has to be selecred
based on their enthusiasm and interest in cooperative
lewrning. They should, ar the vesy soart of the school year—
if nox prios m iz, become rained |n conperative leaming so
thay ean fnction as fecilleatess after the entire staff is
trained In Wevember. Suppor: groups must be esrablished
ared those who atcend volunearily muse be compensated ar
ackniowledged in some way. Purchasing books ro supporr the
effort 18 valuable, bur not nearly as valusble as e=achen
sharing, suppocting and demarscraring for sach othes
Providing released time for the grade level meeting would
also be bansficial,

Testing reaserials ond supplemental marertals to suppor
idenzified weaknesses is past of the selutlon o this problen,
but will not in and of imself correcy the peoblom. 1f the
districz will provide additional scaff, dhen an incresse of tme
on task In both reading and mach should Impact pasitively.

i
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Alsy, the in-servielag In cooperative leaming and the
subssquent support mesting and grede lovel meering should
bocus on providing cooperative strategiss and plans which
hodd each member of the group accounmble in reading and
math, Good planning will challenge e betrer sudenes, bue
stimulate and motivace the remedial sdenms, So even
withowt an Increase in stff, 2 change In approach will train
zeachers m effective cooperative learming rechniques and
should be helpful Addizlenal tme on reading and marh
thecugh scheduling change may nesd 1o take place.

In bath cases, Boal | and 2, the tims lina for implemensa-
tion is moving s slowly. The greatest invescment in tlme
rwst takie place in the beginning of the year so anather year
aof declining seores doesn’t bacame malioy,

Community support may be engendeced in a varlety of
ways, including positive and Infosmutive newslesters and
Informarion forums. A facaly who has recelved walushie
suppart will be your best ally. Additicnally, committeas
including communicy voluntesms shou'd be enlisced and sent
te suecessfu] schoaol districns whers cooperative leaming is
warking well.

Communicy memben may abo be asked 1o volunteer ss
tugars for basic skills ssudents; even a school-wide buddy
system could be implemenped,

Certainly, the parsnts deserve an explanation of rirectly
implemented cooperarive leaming. A conference with
tescher and principal should fcilicre this.

Lommangary; The respore braseni on adecance anaialy that
demonsmares muareness of most of che importane fsauey, bure the
resporse i unevdn i some greas. In mawering Dusiton |, the
reshorse idendfies it does not do much o explain the challenges
presented by inenenied enrodlment end “poorly prepared” seu-
denss, as well ar dacreased tese scoves. Since the suspested
soluson of “redismieing™ & outside of the principal’s coneral, fe &
noé & logical and reasanable cowrse of acion ghen tha cirum.
stances of the case. The evaluation of the schoal improvemen:
plan iz decailed and specifically identifies wealnassas suck a3
problems with the dmaline, the weakneses of a one-day sff
developmrent offering, and Smitations of test preparacion. Discus-
sion af the implementanion, howsver, i weaker suen tough i
disziasaes the benefies of ceachers sharing and supporting each
other, Ouverall, the responge demansmates o generad underszanding
of the ISLLC Standares and applies them approgriacely.

Sample Response 5 (Score = 1)

L. Under Gaal 1, the principal shauld affer contineed
suppart throughour the year, nes juss in December, Onie
does ot juss implement a goal sa easily [n addition, che

16
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grading would be explained in Clerober and November
md minfoeeed through the year.

Goal T was a strong goal o be desired bur | om noe in
agreement how the school was poing to ser aur o achisve
ir. In cheir outline, the tese was golng to set the standards
fioe curriculum and texs. ! feel the curriculum nesds to be
designed, materials purchased ro suppoct curriculum and
then give the assessment.

To impiernene the plan, books should be purchased on
cooperative learming and assizned as reading on 2 volun-
rewr basis. Information gamered would be shared with the
enzire staff. This would be an introduction o coopemtive
beaming. The workshop would peovide o hands-on
experience where the professional Seveloper wenld also
be abde 15 answer questions thar develooed from the
reading sxperience. The follow-up grads level mesting
winald be helpful in encoumging such saff member o
take the risk and ba supparted. [t is also valuable to share
experiences thar didn't work toses if there is 5 better way
of implementing the lesson,

The principal shauld appronch Geal 2 differendy than
the outline presented by the previous principsl, Withour
bad-mouthing the individual, [ would sress the need 1o
se {f our curriculum and texts mees the core concent
srandurds firse. [ would then evaluate sndardised ress wo
see which one would best reflect whar we were loaking for
in: 8 standardired rasr.

To elicit commumiry suppoet, parent education iy needed
in the area of cooperarive learming. Some school finc-
tions that coutd be used weuld be family math o science
nizht, PTA meerings and apen louss,

The school communicy is changing, From serveys taken
in the commumity, there 53 decling of sedsnt nvelve-
ment in activicies cutside of the school. Thesefors, aut
stusisnis are experiencing less exposure wo scrivitss thar
could broaden their life experiences. Contemently, tha
district evaluated ims resousees {including srudenes} and
feels o cooperstive approach would complement the
chinpe thar has raken place in the commamiey, Ressasch
shows that children are more apt o gamer mose from
each orher rarher than the top Sawn =fect of teacher
to geudent.

The schaol improvement plan developed by the
schood stadff 15 clesr: CGaal 1, To impsove implementation
of coaperative leaming in all chsmoms. Ooal 2, To
improve achisvement levels of all students in core areas:
readling, writing, mathematics.

Commentary; This response demansyares some compermes in
aruhysis oud usmguﬂnrmmmﬁw!ﬁz:ﬂy, buee e is clearly

Limizad. The respomse e Choeptiom 1 merely siommarizes some of
the nfarmaiom from the cose ond posg no flrther than chae o
iderielfy o describe the challenges fiaced by the schiool. While there
is some anabysis of the schoal fmrovament plan that effers an
wnderszanding of effective change processes, misch of the responis
for Chuestion 2 is alio hased on repeciton and summary af the
mformation cortamed withdn the case documenes. Ouesall, the
reshomse: doas noe analyse or syniheiln imbovaans informaon
fram the eose el s vague gnd shelowd in the analysls it does
[rasent.

Sample Response 6 (Score = 1)

{Juestion 1

James badison School i fuced with an lssue of divensry
amaing lo atudent population. The sutsidized howing
project that is new in the community bas impacted in a
sgnitfieans way on the numbers of sudents now enmlled,
Mot only ane thers more students in svery class bur the
stuckents’ home sicustions and sociveconomic backpounds
may be different than the students and teachers ar James
Madison have known,

Question 2

Thie School Improsvement Plan is too lirde too face, Backs
and marerials on cooperarive leaming should have been
purchosed [n the spring of the year and made svailzble o the
sc=ff before the closs of the sehaal yeue Ie addicion, dhe
principal and/oe the resm feadets should have all had some
rraining =nd begun {nrmducing the use of those strussgles In
the spring.

The principal necds co very subtly devalop a profile of his
current stedent popularion by locking at rhe skill levels of
the studencs whe enrolled over the las vear snd lock
speciftcally at the resc data o determing the elusrer of skills
that most need o be addreased, This needs to be done and
analyzed by August L.

Mext, the principal needs 1o be I concact wich and
requuest & mesting with the PTSA officers. He/She should
enllst thair help in gesting the parenos and all students st
to the school for an Open House no later than che seeond
week of school. The principsl should carefully select tea
data with the offcers in the August mesting and sk for
at i=ast thiree pasene volunteers to serve on the Sehool
Improvement Committee.

Also during early Auguss, the principal should send out
o open letter of invitation to all staff members, nviting
them to o meeting abous Planning for the Improvement in
James Madison Schoot. In the letter it should be noted that
cantinenta) brealifast will be provided; the mesting will
begin ar 6:30 and end by noon. After sending the letbers,

S 10 2008 by Pricrtaas Tawdey Servicn, &1 igho resaress, EQLUICARICHAL TESTIRG BEHAGE, ETS et tw STH 530 e gl z!

a Taalng:



School Leaders Licensure Assessment (1010)

the principal should make & few telephone calls 1o key saff
merabers and ask chem to make same pesonal calls to doaw
people to come to this meeting. The principal should be
prepared with murecials in hand for the saff who arend che
Ausgust meeting, a5 well as some video-taped excerpes fram
viriows soirces sich as ASCD, NAEP, Johns Hopkins
Unlversicy, etc, .

The principal needs to strategles with represenzarives
freamn key constinwent groups to make the tesc score proklem
ksiowm; the puspase for planning 1o use cocperasive lears-
ing; and the need for the sudent population 1o be actively
involved in dally instnaction in classes, study at hame, and
parzicigase in extra curricular programa,

Commgnaery: While clearly bmited, this rerponse does deman-
simale some competance in onalysng the case and using the
information presended. The respanse o the firs quesrion draws
on informion from the cose bt does nar speciically address che
challmngey facing she sehood ax o result of the suenss thas hoee
sccwrred. [n bresening divetsity av an fus or prablem, the
responae does not adhers 1o the spiniz of che stendards, In answer-
ing the secomd questian, the reshonse it critical of the curnent
school improvement plam, bt fads to dearly focus on the
sremgths and weaknessss in the plan. Even though the plan
ehicit community supiport appears to be broad-hased, the descrip-
don of the acsons the principal neads i ke o fmplement the
plan & fairly vapie ard mostly frincipal driven.

Sample Response 7 (Score = 0)

1. The beoader bsues facing the school imelude the possibil-
ity of buiiding mare clpssrooms 1o accommodate dhe
growth, the favoriclum that's been shown to some parents
In the pas, and che community's lick of support of the
cooperative lesrning srategy far instruction.

2. The main weakniess in the school lmpeevement plan
Is that cooperative leaming should nor be utilized asa
be-all end-all instructonal sracegy co comeet all prob-
lema. The reason for chis part of the improvement plan
st be discovered before damage i dene. To improve
schievement levels of all students in all basic skills areas
should always be a rchool goal and dherefors 1t has Listle
slgnificnnce as a sepamaze school improvenest goal.

In ceder to bmplement the given school Improversent
gaoal, the principal should schedule classrmom vlsltations
ta ler the teachers know thae he will monicor the e of
cooperatlve lsaming as presoribed. The peinclsal should
also ask weachers to review the dam avallable conceming
the scquisition of basic skills scquisitlon and would tell

dern that scores must be improved. It's importane for
classroom veachers o be confronced with chese facts,

In arder o elicit community suppoet for the sehonl
improvemens plan, che princlpal shoukd weits che oradi-
tional “Welcome Back” lerrer ro sll purents and students.
In this lecrer, he sheuld ask chem for their suppart for che
plan and cell them how importans their views are o him,

Conmmgrtary: This response represents [kele understanding of the
Essreds or standards applieshls po-ehe grpr snd fally ro addross basic
companents af the prompt, While che response to Cluestion |
identifies commanity support as o challenge, there & no addigonal
support or development to explam the response, The responss 1o
Ciueston 2 iy overly broad and vamee. Portions of the respons,
sach oy the aussempion that coojeradve learming o5 being "uriliped
an g he-all and end-ofl msbuctional srategy,” may tndicars a

fundamental misreading or minmderstanding of the sttmulug
materials. Cither portions of the resporue ave jo generic thar they
coneld be appliad o any school decision-making or change brocess,

Sample Response 8 (Score = 0)

|. Based on my undemsanding of leaming and teaching,
the troader chal'enges faced by the Chery Springs

Schiool =re:

® g oeedfor an analysis of test data

®  aposible need for sccommodaring student groweh,
1, The strengrhs of the plan are

®  providing teachess with 2 new steacegy for teaching
andd leaming

B encousaging t=achers to o work cooperatively, and
®  appropriate focus on basic skills

The weakneses of the plan are:

B nocsufficlen: funding, and

®  time has not been provided foe teachens o work
tegecher

I's alse importane that the time line is spread fromn
Oerober e March, The evaluarion process for Goal
#] may not be specific enough, unless chat's the way

reachers wansed |5

To implement the school imprevement plan, the
principal shauld:

o
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B fom o committes to implement che plan,

B sk grade-lovel tenms to discuss cooperstive
leaming, pod

®  change report casd oo reflece grading by

ceaperative leaming.

The principal sheuld ask all ceachess o tnclude references

o congerative leaming in their Back-to-School Mishe
presentazions. She should alsa ask che teacher liaison o
the FTA to make a pressntacion oo chat group o explain
why the parenc’s lecter is inaccurate.

Commeneery: This very sheletal vesponse fzils o brovide supibort
Jere che enswery de has mcluded. While i demonstrazes sender-
standing of the hasic questons & the prowmpe and may apbly some
undertying anatyss, the bulleced lstr provide no supporyrarionals
for the actions, The reshonse includes litela refarence m the doa

o mformazion in the case, and there is alsy noe encecgh radonals

v subpart that the actions are paded by knowladge of the
srmaards,

; a___. = .
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ule Il
Analysis of Information and
Decision Making

The seven exercizes in che Analysis of Information and
Decision Moking section are scored on a three-poine scale,
with 1 che highess possible score and 0 che fowest, The
PESpONSES IO The Cwo questions assoclared wich sach docu-
ment ate treared a4 o single response for scoring pumpoass,
so anly ane scoee |s sasigned to esch documsnt.

Sample Exercise

The table below presents enmoliment deta for students of
different backgrounds in a high schoal of nearly 1,200
srudents. Look at the table carefully and answer the
questions below,

Assume that the supsrintendent has Informed youof &
recently adopted Board goal oo Increase the acadernie
achievament of atl seedanzs

L. What important patterns do you shisrve in the dats?
[dean:fy and deseribe at lesst thee.

L Asprincipsl of che high schoal, whar addisional
imformacion would you want! How would you sbhmin
this inforreation!
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Wastern High School Selected Course Enrallment Data

Relevant ISLLC Standords

Standards | and 2

Generul Scoring Guide

The following general scocdng guide is wsed to scoee all
respondes in the Analyels of Information and Declsion

Making Module:

Scora: 2

A score of 1 presents a well-developed snabysis or interprera-

tioa of the decument based on a clear undemscanding and
application of the underlying standarnds,
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A typical response in this category

demonsorares a clear understanding of the ssndacds
opplicable w the document and (o interpreatlan or
analysis

applies the appropriate stanctands in & manner char is
cansiszent with the incent and spicit of the standards

cleardy ideniifies and anslyees tha selevant infamation,

oonCeps, andlor issues presensed in the document

provides clear and specific answers to bath questions and

suppoets the angwess with specific examples from the
documents

provides a lagieal and ressonable ruzlonale for answers

when tequesred

n
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Score: 1

A soore of | presenis un analysss or nerpremation of the
doeument bassd o0 2 genem] undenmending and application
of the underlying srandards, bur may also ke uneven in i
peeseniation.

A typical response in this cacegory

N demonstrares a general undessoanding of the standards
applicable to the document und its interpratation or

analymis

8 gpplies the standards in & manner thae s supportive of the
inrenc and spinit of the standard

B penemlly idencifies and analyees the important informa-
tinn, concepes, sndfor Beuss presensed (n the documene

B arovides a genetal or uneven anawer o one o both
questions and/or provides general suppart wich examples
from the documents

N peowvides an scceptzble razlonnle for answers when
requasted

Score: 0

A score of 0 may demonsirate some compecznce in knger-

preting or analyzing the documene, but is elearly limited or
flawed,

A typical rsponse in this cacegory

¥ demonstmaies a wesk undessoending of the stendseds
spplicable wo the docomis: and irs nrerpremarion or
pnakysis

B doss not 2pply approgsiaie standards o applics standands
in oppesition to the intent and spirit of the standards

8 overiooks impormant refevans infocmarlon in the docy-
men: and/or seriously mistorerpren or misunderstands fhe
information, concepcs, andfor ssees presenred in che
docurment

B provides a vague, ingppropriate, or illogical answer o the
dquesticm or fails to provide any support for the answer
pravided

B provides an lnappropriaze or illogleal raciosale or does noa
provide & rerionnle when one {8 papeeared

Sample Responses

Thee folkowing sre examples of scrual resporess transcribed
with erroes given by principal candidares to the sample
exercise from Analysis of Informarten and Decision Making.
The score ssipned ro each 5 writren above the response.
An itallcized eseplanarbon of how the weare was deslved i
included below the response. Two examples are provided at
siich seore poinr

Sample Response 1 (Score = 2)

Important Patterns

m 10.9% Black populstion-—howsver, 3.9% In
Advenced Biolegy, 0.0% in Honoos Algebra (1,
0.0% in Prabability and Staristics

B 60.3% of che Black populstion b is Baase Marh |
and 1

B Hispanie populstion represenes 3.6%, howevar 1.09% in
Homass Bng 1, 11, [1; 0.0% in Honom Alg IL 0.0% in
Hotuoss Genmerry and Probability and Statisties.

8 Aslan popularion—has dispeoparrionare large rimbers
of stsdents erealled In Advaseed Horoes coumses—e.g.,
AP, Adv Biology, Honor Eng L, I1, [1l, Honom Alg L1,
and Prob and Sraristies.

® Males and Femeles—dispmporronars percentags of males
in all Advanced Placement {far more mzlzs); dispropos-
tionate percentage of females bn Honors English 1, L, [
(far mare females); dispropordlonane percentage of males
in Probabilicy end Statistcs {far more males); dispropor-
cionace percenezpe of males n Basie English | and [
£63.1% o 36.9%)

Additdonal Information Needed

® No menton is made of grades. | would have this Informa-
tion genemared by the Guldanes Deparoment, Boch from
studenes enrolled in Homoes and regular courses

® | would need information and standardized test scores—
again eithes the Cuidance Diepartment ar the Cengral
Oifice Adminitration would have that information.

® 5% of studenis encering 4- year/2- year colleges—achaol
profile) “report card™

B | would need informmition about hiow soudenis are placed
In classes to find oue why disproportionate enroliments
exisr, [ would ges this from Juidance Coungelos andior
Deparement heads.
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Commarieary: This respanse presents o well-deveioped analysis of
the document that containg clear and specific answers oo the
quetions asked, [t idencifies and deseribes ar lease three Importanc
pattemns in the daza tha relase w0 dispropordonats representation
of ethrile and gender idenuified seudents n the basic shills and
advanced elases, The vesporue alio clearly dencifies and explaing
hoau the principal would sbéain other appropricte informarion @0
further iwesstignie o aialyae the sinaasion.

Sample Response 2 (Score = 2)

Question 1

B The number of Black and Hispanic scuderies is very low in
AP clesses,

® The numbers of Black and Hispanic students in high level
mathemearics clagses are low or non-cxistent,

® The numbers of Black wnd Hispanic students are dispro:
portionacely high in Basic Math [ and 11 and in Basic
English Tand [1.

8 The percenrages of Astan sradents i AP, Honors, srd
high leve! classes in all subject arsas appear dispropartion-
ately high,

B The nambers of males and females in all advanced
ptacement, in all Honers English, and {most obvious) in
Probebilicy and Sratisrics, and in Basic English [ and I
e dispropostioaate.

Question 2

[ would lize a 3year breakdown of this same dam and [
would requesr it fior the 2 years preceding the corrent

school vear | would like a breskdown of male-feronle
enrolimens within the Black and Hispanic oversll figueas,

[ would plan 1o meet with the department chairpeesons/
suparvisors of English, math, science, and puidance depart-
ments o ger thielr (nput as o the regsons for the disparicy In
the Whize v. Black and Hispanic snmollments in classss chat
are more challengieg, and as go the reasons for the male-
fernale imbalances. The actual numerical dats could be
guchered from the schoel daty base sssuming that hisorical
it i mainmmined on course snmlimans,

{eammentary: This response interprees the fnformarion in che
decusment by ideniifying the dispraportionate representadion of
ethnic minority and mudeffemale studenss, with perreicular acentsion
ter adromieed conerses and basic siifls coursss in specific subject
avecs, It alio clearly idenrifies additona! informeation thae should
e requested along with the sowrces that would be conmaceed co et
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this information. This response particularly highiiphes the aquity
et that demonsiraze an insegrarion af the stendards in making
dacisions

Sample Response 3 (Score = 1)

Onrerall, a major parram [ see is a big tobalance in the
numbets of Back sudents enrolied in advanced placement,
Advanced Baology, Honors Algebr and Probability and
Sratistics {no students in either class!), and & huge imbal-
ance in the numbers of Black sudens earmlled in Besic
Math [ end [L The Black scudens are 10.9% of the student
body, buat 60.3% of the arudenm in Basie Marh aee Black,

[would wanz o know what Is belng dane o improve and
challenge scudents o seeengrhen their gkills 2o leave Low-
fevel courses. [s fo ablliny o tack of effort? T would speak wich
the scaff 1o devise a plan to develop skills of "low level”
studonts to teke advanzape of higher level courmses. Twould
spezak wirth erudenes oo ses if they are 3ware of whar s
svailahle ro them. Why are they not aking advanmge of
che slrunelce!

Commenzery: Whils ehis response does provide ansbyis of the
document, (¢ averioaks tmbortant nformaion m che dociement
and does nat fully respond 1o the guestion. [t focuses om sndy pus
closely rebmeed prtterms of dispropovionate represencanion of
sudenes, bath desling with fist one of the thrie ethmic minariey
gronhs Lsted in the data, The reshonse inchudes guestions che
principe! wonld gk staff oad shudenes o pain addivions! nfrms
tion, bas does noc indlears o seee of cther dociments, polices, ov
practices thar could have an effect in this area.

Sumple Response 4 (Score = 1)

Ohne big problem [ see is the (mbalance in males and femalss
in many of the classes. The male-female maco in the school

- a8 B whakbe is closs o 30-50, bur in advanced placement

elisses, in Honoes English elasses, in Prababllicy and Staris-
tes, and in Bagic English the mros are f1r from 50-50. |
warald want to know how students are placed in chese classes,
and would want po know if the instruction in these classes is
geared more owied ane sex than the other 1 would gec this
informaion from teachers, counselors and especially from
studens.

Commentary: In focusing ¢n only one pattern of disproportionase
represznsazion, the male-female imbelances, this response does
moc fully respond o e quession and doss nos fully idendfy or
anzlyze the important infermation in the documens. The reshonse
ponain from reachers, coungelors, and shudenes, e the informa-
tiom. s fairly gerenal mnd [bndeed in seope.

]
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Sample Response 5 (Score = 0)
Important information:
L. Advanced Placement: 53.3% Males; 39,7% females

2. Advanced Biclagy: 55.3% Whice, 30.5% Asian, 3.5%
Black, 1.3% Hisparic

3. Basle Mach [ and [1: £7.2% males and 52.8% females

4. Basic English | and I1: 65.6% Whice, 8.1% Astan, [8.1%

As principal of the high school, [ want to know mere
infoermacion shous this situation. [ would want 1o knew
percentujes of ttudents snd how they are doing i all classes.

Commentgr While this reshomse puils informagion from the
donuement thae coudd illuzmrase the moctence of patterns, it does
nag drterpeed o analyze the deo i the docement and i Slasyly
dmited, The request for addidional informadion is both vagee o
geriemic ard does not provide an indicarion thar theve i an
understandimg of the impaoviame igaees i the siewaion.

Sample Response & (Score = 0)

This kind of siruation happens in far wo many schools in
Amerdin: There are boo many students who are not receiving
the educarion they desecve. The problem ls most severe for
minocities, who aften are cheated out of the education they
deserve. This is usslly the resule of unfsir grading, testing,
placenent practices and prejudices on the part of reachers.
This exampla shows how bad the proalem can be,

Commentgry: This response, while commenzing on the nasure of
the ivoblem gmesemscer by thet ot does not adiess either of the
qestars dred. Criven the guestions aived, the reshorse is
mappropeiace end i congidarad clearly limited.
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Natve |
Asian Hispanic | , . White
B4 234 40 4 087

Median Score by Gender and Ethnicity
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173

| Caifomia
Lovigiana 168
': Maine 168
Missoiin 18T
Imdiana 185
Kansas 165
Kanfucky 165
ia 165
Connechicut 161
Diistrict of Columbia 160
Arkansas 158 NOTES:
Maryland 157 State passing scares listed in the table do not include states that
Tennasses 156 usé multiple passing scores, multipie lest composite scares or
Morth Carafina 155 states that have no minimum passing scone.
Mississippi 154
Geargia 150 A state and score listed in ffafics indicatas a score used for Highly
Mew Jersey 148 Qualified Status Only.
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